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The outstanding new novel from the #1 New York Times - bestselling grand master of adventure.

Husband-and-wife team Sam and Remi Fargo are in Mexico, when they come upon a remarkable

discovery - the skeleton of a man clutching an ancient sealed pot, and within the pot, a Mayan book,

larger than anyone has ever seen. The book contains astonishing information about the Mayans,

about their cities, and about mankind itself. The secrets are so powerful that some people would do

anything to possess them - as the Fargos are about to find out. Before their adventure is done,

many men and women will die for that book - and Sam and Remi may just be among them.
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Someone once wrote "There's nothing so bad as something that's not so bad." Having said that,

"The Mayan Secrets" is not so bad. Don't get me wrong, I really enjoyed the story but the

Cussler-Perry hybrid misses the mark when it comes to characterization and plot development. Let

me offer a few examples. I have read every installment of the Fargo Adventues, but I still don't know

what Sam and Remi Fargo look like. However, I do know that Remi has auburn hair that she likes to

wear in a ponytail. At one point in the story, Remi says "I could feel them staring at us." Sam replies

"You could feel them staring at you, more likely. You should be used to that." (page 206) From that

one tidbit I was led to believe that Remi Fargo is smoking hot, but I felt I needed more. Later in the

story I found out that Selma is a middle-age woman (page 234), but that was it. Never mind Selma's



two assistants, who might as well be nameless we know so little about them. Then there's the plot

line. The first twelve or so chapters all begin with some variation of "Sam and Remi did..." Only then

do readers get an idea of what's happening anywhere else in the story. Sam and Remi are married,

but they are not in a relationship with each other. For a man that has a wife that looks the way Remi,

the best Sam can do is kiss her on the cheek several times during the story. Maybe once in the

story they kiss each other on the lips, but not deeply. Cussler-Perry gives us two mummified bodies

that would seem to be major plot points, but they simply become red herrings. The second of those

remains seemed to be a gunslinger of some type...very curious. In my opinion, a major missed

opportunity occurred when Remi speaks Hungarian to her German shepherd. If you didn't read "The

Tombs," you would not know why Zoltan understands her.
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